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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: LaTraviata 

Trailers: Nil 

Excision/Alteration: No. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• •••••••••••••••« 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The CD-ROM (film) La Traviata is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The CD-ROM predominantly consists of sexual material in the form of still photographic 
images. The majority of images explicitly depict sexual activity. There are also a 
number of images depicting women posing naked, semi-naked or wearing clothing 
such as swimwear. Two sub-directories also contain numerous images of bondage 
activity which predominantly depict women being tied up or otherwise restrained. 

There are a number of images showing women who appear to be young persons, or 
are presented as young persons, engaging in sexual activity or posing naked or in 
various states of undress. There are also numerous images of women who are 
restrained and subjected to sexual conduct against their will or who are subjected to 
acts of pain and cruelty. In many of the images the women appear to be in pain, 
distress or discomfort. There is also an image of two men urinating over a woman in a 
sexual context. 

The CD-ROM is considered to tend to promote and support certain activities listed 
under s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act), 
namely: 

• the exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes (as outlined under s3(2)(a) of 
the FVPC Act); 

• the use of violence and coercion to compel women to participate in, or submit to, 
sexual conduct (as outlined under s3(2)(b) of the FVPC Act); 

• the use of urine in association with sexual conduct (as outlined under s3(2)(d) of 
the FVPC Act); and 

• acts of torture and the infliction of extreme cruelty (as outlined under s3(2)(f) of the 
FVPC Act). 
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The CD-ROM also contains textual material that describes sexual violence and 
coercion. The publication further contains numerous depictions that have a degrading, 
dehumanising and demeaning effect such as close-up shots of genitalia during sexual 
activity, women engaging in sexual activity with several anonymous penises, and 
ejaculations over women's faces. Such images have the effect of presenting women 
as objects to be used for sexual satisfaction. 

Excisions to the CD-ROM, requiring the removal of 24 sub-directories, were therefore 
offered, in order to allow the publication to have the widest possible availability 
consistent with the provisions of the FVPC Act. However, the distributor of the 
publication failed to respond within the specified period to the Classification Office's 
excision notice. Therefore, the publication is deemed to be objectionable pursuant to 
s3(2)(a), s3(2)(b), s3(2)(d) and s3(2)(f) of the FVPC Act. Because s3(2) is a deeming 
provision, it cannot be given a meaning consistent with the rights and freedoms 
contained in s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 and it therefore overrides 
s14. 
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